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MUST BOOKS 
Published 
Hillis, Marjorie ORCHIDS ON YOUR BUDGET Bobbs, Merrill 
* Sorry to have let you down on this, but there was nothing available in ad- 


vance due to Miss Hillis going in for so many last minute adjustments up and down 
the scale of the aforementioned budget, or something, that the publishers wouldn't 
let us in on a peep at the galleys. However, here it is —- you all know about it - 
with the whirlwind success of Live Alone And Like It as a starter, it wont need much 
work on your part. Actually, once again she has succeeded in making entertaining 
reading of obvious truths, presented in such a way that one emerges after reading it 
with a conviction that it is a game, this living on a reduced income, not only gal- 
lantly but smartly and with something left over for extras. Definitely, a woman's 
book - a follow-up on Live Alone And Like It — not so original, but still a good 
buy. $1.50 


x THESE TITLES ~ A CHALLENGE 


As for the rest of this issue's books, we can't honestly say there are any MUST BOOKS 
from the angle of a readymade market, but we are deliberately pulling five titles 
from the general run for more than special note, as we sincerely feel that these mid-— 
summer months give a good chance to booksellers to "make" books on their own, and we 
hope these will prove good steers. 


- 
Augustae—piy Sept. &. 
Turpin, Waters Edward THESE LOW GROUNDS 3 Harper 


We've picked this, not because it is the great American novel, but because 
he has actually succeeded in doing something different in a Negro story — he has 
treated his characters as people, hating, loving, striving, facing disillusionment, 
rather than looking at them as a race apart, stage props, plantation incongruities 
in a modern civilization. His story goes thin in spots, the long arm of coincidence 
is overstrained, he disposes of characters when he wants them summarily out of the 
way. But in the reading, it is a good story, convincingly told, almost — one might 
say — a Negro February Hill, amoral rather than immoral, but in the last analysis, 

a real story of real people. The setting shifts from Eastern Shore to Baltimore and 
back, with flashes from New York's Harlem and elsewhere. Sell this first as a novel 





in its own rights, then as a new gesture in the field of Negro stories. $2.00 

August 16 
e Meloney, William Brown RUSH TO THE SUN Farrar & Rinehart 
* This may appeal only to a limited market. Certainly not to your conserva— 


tives. But it is extraordinarily well done, and redeemed from being too wholly of 
the earth earthy by the character of the central figure, Alf. Suggests Frances 


- 233 - 
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August 26 Zw us 5 j 
/Prokosch, Frederic THE SEVEN WHO FLED \ Harper 
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Frost's Innocent Summer and Eugene O'Neill's Desire Under The Elms. The setting is a 
rural community on the New York-Connecticut line. Written in stream of consciousness 


manner, but not too self-consciously so. (A "Discoverers' Book") $2.50 
August 16 
Giono, Jean THE SONG OF THE WORLD Viking 
* There's a sense of strange genius, struggling for expression, in this book. 
One feels that there is more than the surface plot to the story, weird, mystic, sym- : 
bolic, unidentified as to place and time. There's the eeriness of the little known 


northlands - in the long ago; the story portrays, symbolically, different kinds of 
love, —- love of place and circumstance, love of occupation, lust, romantic love, pre-~ 
tective love, idealistic love. Two men, a riverman and a woodsman, set out to trace 
the missing only son of the woodsman, After various adventures they reach their goal, 
only to find the son alive, a victim of his own passions, and a fugitive from justice, 
held in secrecy by the hunchback who has idealized the conception of love and thought 
to find in him the reality. The story is elusive, fascinating. Read for yourself 
and hand pick your customers for personal recommendation. Not everyone will like it. 


$2.50 

August-23a Sep 
Watkin, Lawrence ON BORROWED TIME Knopf 
* Another puzzler. Again a book that you can sell, if you have personal en- 


thusiasm for it, to the type of customer who liked the play, Death Takes A Holiday. 
But a book that, lacking the word of mouth recommendation, may be stillborn — and it 
is too good to merit that fate. We liked it, for its genuine handling of fantasy 
material, its vigorous picture of small town life, its salty dialogue, its origin-— 
ality, and most of all for the delicious picture of the old grandfather and the small 
boy. It has an unusual quality, indefinable charm, a whimsical, imaginative and ex- 
traordinarily real vitality. The setting is a New England town, and the story re- 
volves around an old man's determination to keep Death off, even if the world should 
be stalled for a bit in the process. The grandfather has somewhat a Mr. Chips quality, 
he likes his pipe, his occasional nip, "never could abide these holier'n thou folks - 
if a man's a good Republican — and maybe a Mason - that's enough for me." A refresh— 


ingly different book, and one that will win strong advocates, but no general herd, 
, $2.00 






It seems inconsistent to include a book in this section that I, personally, 
did not like, but - under my personal distaste, I acknowledge and recognize an appeal 
for a good many people, men particularly, who will hail it as a work ef genius. Pro- 
kosch created a small tempest in a teapot with his The Astatics. This is a less ex- 
citingly novel book than that, but once again he gives free rein to a lurid imagina~ 
tion and an absorption in the Far East. He takes a group arbitrarily thrown together 
and as arbitrarily thrust forth onto their own and others' paths. "Escapologists" 
all - and he follows them to their several fates which cover a wide range, from an 
explorer's death in a snowbank, through murder and capture by the languor of the 
East, to the fate of a Spanish woman as a prostitute in the streets of Shanghaii. 
There is a queer detachment and unreality about it, a certain lack of cohesion which 
makes it seem confused. But through it pulses a feeling of the East, of indiffers 
ence to life and the individual, a neuroticism that fascinates while it repels. 


Watch it! $2.50 


sai 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


June 25 


Cushman, Clarissa Fairchild THIS SIDE OF REGRET Little, Brown 


An attempt at a modern handling of the triangle situation, written in the 
Margaret Culkins Banning vein, with much mature dialogue about love, etc. Ann is an 
ex-dress designer and socialite, her husband a professor, and an army officer intro- 
duces the third angle of the triangle. A two-dimensional affair, with Ann wanting 
to eat her cake and have it too, and both men are singularly understanding and sym- 
pathetic. Good dialogue, well-paced, non-puritanical -- a problem story for the 


young moderns among rental library customers. $2.00 
July 8 
Lyon, Julia Hart WOMEN MUST LOVE Dutton 


Again for rentals rather than sales, if at all, and not for the conserva- 
tives. A bit on the sexy side, frank and lush though not smutty. Susanmah is one 
of these completely natural types, she starts her experiments with a dirty little 


boy, goes on to find out the facts of life from a fickle uncle, is a bit broken by 
the experience and departs for the Cumberlands, where she gives her favorite author 


what his marriage has failed to give him - and bears his child. Eventually, he is 
killed, but she goes on, faithful to his memory. A book you can do without. $2.50 


Garvin, Mrs. J. L. CHILD OF LIGHT oft 0 Longmans, Green 


A novel for the Catholic audience, primarily, but with a chance for a wider 
sale in its very sympathetic and broad approach and handling. One feels a certain 
lack of coming to grips with facts, due to the definite bias, tho it is not a thesis 
novel, but a sincere story of the friendship of a girl brought up a Catholic, and 
straying when she feels that her church has failed her, and a girl brought up a 
Protestant, a convert to Catholicism, who finds that while she has chosen a thorny 
path, demanding sacrifice, she gets in return something her friend fails to find 
from life. $2.00 


July 12 
Ostrovski, Nicholas THE MAKING OF A HERO Dutton 


The story of one Paul Korchagin, of Ukraine, who absorbs the doctrines of 
the Soviet and fights and suffers for the Revolution... Detailed recounting of abuses, 
privations, personal experiences against a background of changing characters and 
politics - the other side of the picture more familiar to us in such books as Escape 
From The Soviets. Whole-hearted support of the Party by one to whom it gave life. 
One accepts the publisher's statement that it is largely autobiographical, though 
presented as fiction. Definitely for the market sympathetic to Soviet ideals. $2.50 


MacIntyre, John T. FERMENT Farrar & Rinehart 


MacIntyre won a certain prestige in some quarters with Steps Going Down. 
Definitely a man’s book, sordid, realism plus, it cuts a narrow swathe. Now comes 
Ferment which is disappointing. The plot centers around two brothers, one a steady- 
going, unromantic figure, support of the family, the other a flashy ne'er do well, 
who acts as a spy in industry, spasmodically, then turns right about face and tries 
to get in on the ground floor in certain schemes to unite capital and labor (with 
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the ditching of labor as an ultimate goal), involves his brother in debt on a false 
plea, and finally loses the girl they both want. Pretty confused picture of ferment 
in industry, without any focus, the characters are commonplace and dull, the discus-— 


Sion contributes nothing. Well-written — but uninteresting, than which no charge is 
more damning. $2.50 












July 26 






Meigs, Cornelia RAILROAD WEST Little, Brown 


Excellent historical background story of the breaking through the wilderness 
to lay out the line for the Northern Pacific, against terrific odds of nature and man. 
From the Minnesota woods to the Yellowstone, heroic engineers labored - to return to 
find a nation in financial collapse, the scheme bankrupt. Against this background is 
told a simple love story between a young engineer and the sister of his chief.Cornelia 
Meigs is known for her books for boys and girls. This should have a plus sale in that 
field. Perhaps this accounts for an almost two dimensional quality to her characters 
and a anaemic thinness and lack of zest to the love story. The historical aspects 
are first rate, the plot too superficial to hold the interest. $2.00 












Stevenson, D. E. MISS BUNCLE'S BooK 7-2 7-3 farrar & Rinehart 





This is a book that was published in England and built up a considerable 
market for itself by word of mouth publicity. It is one of those books that so-and- 
so tells so-arti-so she really must read. Somewhat in the fashion of E. H. Young's 
William, it snowballed itself into the publisher's sudden realization that here was 
"a property". Possibly it is too English to do likewise here, but try it with your 
‘mature conservatives, it is the sort of book people are always seeking for the maiden 
aunt, for the mother who dislikes these modern books, and all in all, their name is 
legion. It is quiet, almost tenuous as to motivation, but has charm, amusing bits 
of dialogue, characters, incidents. The story of a spinster in an English village, 
whose failing dividends have spurred her on to use her neighbors as substance for a 
novel, under a pseudonym, and who finds that she has stirred up a veritable hornet's 
nest. Matrimony eventually proves the happy ending for her own problems and her 
second book. $2.00 wu 
























August 5 
Feiner, Ruth SUNSET AT NOON Lippincott 


| Not a novel theme — woman's place today, career versus marriage. A girl, 
disillusioned by her father's failure, goes ultra-modern in this matter of woman's 
rights and wins through to success in a whirl of business, literature, movies et al. 
Only when her Victorian professor admirer leaves for a two year lecture trip, does 
she realize that love would fit nicely into a scheme of life. The setting is Vienna, 
but the handling of the subject is flexible and adaptable. Though the plot is some— 
what exaggerated, the analysis of the problem is sound, and the characterization well 
done. A more seasoned book than its predecessor - though scarcely a best seller. 





$2.50 
@ Rutter, Oliver TRIUMPHANT PILGRIMAGE GY. Lippincott 
| Hard to place - whether fiction or non-fiction. An Englishman becomes 


obsessed with the religion of Mohammed, goes the -whole way, and is forced to leave 
the foreign service, finds his determination to make the pilgrimage to Mecca beset 
with difficulties, marries a native Moslem girl, and together - in spite of hurdles - 
they bring his project to a successful termination. A sincere championing of an 

old religion, which will leave most readers cold. $2.50 
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August 9 


Olmstead, Edwin NIGHTLY SHE SINGS Knopf 


Another of these hard-boiled items ~ and one wonders who reads them and 
why. A young stenographer, sincerely and unashamedly in love, has a falling out with 
her young man, and between them they put in a night of it. The girl gets involved 
in a clip house racket, with almost dire consequences. A few murders and thefts on 


the side, and an unpleasant tale withal. $2.00 
August 10 if 
Riding, Laura A TROJAN ENDING Random House 


Carrying on the tradition of the I Claudius jenre, and in its way measures 
up favorably - a frand job, with some fine writing. Lacks the sossipy quality that 
made the Graves' books such fun, but skillfully brushes the dust off faded glories 
and presents scholarly research deftly, with only occasional spots that seem heavy 
going for summer reading. The last years of the Trojan War, interweaving of history, 





legend and myth, lovingly presented. $2.50 iv 


August 17 


Browne, Lewis OH, SAY, CAN YOU SEEI Macmillan 


Pretty tedious stuff, very talkie-talkie, little motivation and no real 
characterization. Go back to your last, Mr. Browne... The story of a young Russian 
who comes to America on a scholarship, and records his impressions,-——the things that 
would strike a foreigner, with mild attempts at humor. Contrasts American scheme and 
Russian, American love and the Soviet ideal, even down to attempting to aid and abet 


abortion. He leaves the country -— having seen too much. $2.50 
August 20 
Ames, Jennifer RETREAT FROM LOVE. Doubleday, Doran 


Something different in the line of settings -— the inside picture of a 
couturiere establishment — profusion of entanglements, to vary a stock pattern story 
adequately told. Appeared in Love Story — and fits that class of readers. $2.00 


Norris, Kathleen YOU CAN'T HAVE EVERYTHING Doubleday, Doran 


Good Norris, if a bit overlong. Cam is a golf and business widow; she 
gets a divorce and marries a novelist, acquiring step-children, a husband underfoot 
all the time, a nurse who makes trouble - and it takes an expedition to Everest, 
semi-invalidism for a year, return to home and evolution of a true wife and mother. 
Good housewifely matters to chew on, with romance. Woman's Home Companion serial. 


$2.00 
August 20 
Vare, Daniele THE GATE OF HAPPY SPARROWS Doubleday, Doran 
. Short stories, sketches, personal experiences - and delightful reading. 


Recalls the Somerset Maugham's East and West, etc. Some of the stories tie in with 
the enchanting Maker of Heavenly Trousers. Setting -— China. $2.00 
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August @& 
Greene, William Chace A DEEPER ROOT Little, Brown 


Family plus business novel of considerable merit, the setting a New England 
mill town, one assumes, the time the middle '@0's to the middle 1900's. The girl 
loses her lover while she is in Swarthmore and returns to her family, to be drawn 
more and more into her father's confidence, hopes and plans, and to them she sacri- 
fices the thoughts of love and marriage. She is leader and instigator of many of the 
steps towards labor improvement, better town government, and so on, and advance all 
along the line. A likeable family, once Quaker, which has adapted the harsher tenets 
to modern living. Good characterization in father anddaughter, and the barest sug— 
gestion of a father-daughter problem. Interestingly written. $2.50 


August 24 
Walmsley, Leo SALLY LUNN Macmillan 


Coastal England and its people - good local color and characters - but not 
for wide appeal. The Lunns have settled in this fishing village, but are Looked upon 
as outsiders, and Sally has been sent to London to "better herself" but is forced to 
return by her mother's illness, only to find herself precipitated into the local feud. 
A slim story - but told with a certain charm. $2.50 


August 31 


Fauconnier, Genevieve CLAUDE Macmillan 


The 1982 Femina - and very highly praised ut the time - but perhaps too 
typically French to achieve much success here. A lovely thing, rather awkwardly trans- 
lated. After eighteen years of marriage, Claude sets down reminiscences of her child- 
hood on a dying farm, thoughts, dreams, the everyday small things; the analysis of a 
woman, Sstalemated by the rigors of life, brought out of herself by the return of a 
foster brother. Written with considerable subtlety of thought and expression, with 


little or no attempt at plot. $2.50 


Bercovici, Rion FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE! Sheridan House 


Moderately amusing job, showing up the publicity racket from dresses, cos— 
metics and meat to economic reforms, in a novel centering around the career of a high 
pressure publicity agent. Finally, his own "Slick" methods are used against him, and 
he is used in turn by an even smoother firm. So-so. A man's book, primarily. $2.5C 


September 7 


Ruck, Berta ROMANCE ROYAL Dodd, Mead 


Royalty - heir apparent and commoner - all in the air, and here capitalized 
by Berta Ruck. The story is told in the form of a diary, written by a plain little 
English girl who at twelve has met a mysterious blonde lad, at nineteen finds him a 
mysterious blonde youth - and when she goes to a small foreign court, finds him the 
heir to the throne. The family tries to force her to leave, but a revolution breaks 
out, the Fascists establish a republic, and the prince abdicates and marries Sally. 


Timely for the corner drug store rental libraries -— and Miss Ruck has her pattern 
down fine. $2.00 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 










July 2 






Van Sickle, V. A. THE WRONG BODY Knopf 


* Not a mystery strictly speaking - but sell as a thriller to much the same 
market - and a good yarn, with a mad plot so convincingly told that it gets over. A 

doctor is experimenting on the body of a racketeer, in a chemical method of restoring 
life, when the governor's body is brought in. A double experiment is performed - both 



























lives are restored - but there has been a terrible mistake —- and so —- - - $2.00 
July 7 
Nicolson, J. U. FINGERS OF FEAR Covici, Friede 


A blood curdler, with ghosts and werewolves disporting themselves in a house. 
in the Berkshires. Insanity, murder, as bloody as they come. Far-fetched but it a— 
chieves its purpose. . $2.00 


July 9 
Oppenheim, E. P. ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY Little, Brown 


True to the Oppenheim tradition of adroit handling, but pretty slim as to 
plot. On the framework of current happenings, plans for world peace with England as 
instigator, the story revolves around a lord of the manor, who disappears frequently, . 

a a diabolical Dutchman, and Austrian girl spy. $2.00 


Bower, B. M.- PIRATE OF THE RANGE Little, Brown 
Good average Western, based on the effort of newcomers to a cattle range 
to wipe rustlers, and solve the mystery of a partner's death. $2.00 
July 13 
Simpson, Helen — and others THE ANATOMY OF MURDER Macmillan 


Seven members of the Detection Club in England tell seven stories - com 
mentaries on murders, famous and obscure, but all with some complexity either in the 
committing of the murder or the solving of the case. Authors include Dorothy Sayers, 
Francis Isles, Freeman Wills Croft and others. Each contributor presents the case, 
discusses the personality of the criminal, clarifies through psychological interpre- 
tation. Meticulous follow-through of glues. Very interesting for the most part. 

$3.00 


July 20 


Roche, Arthur Somers HARD TO GET Dodd, Mead 





A young man about town with the reputation of a lady killer, finds himself 
penniless and jobless, and becomes involved in the machinations of a night club opera- 
tor. A succession of murders, of which the racketeer is the first, all involve hin, 
but he appoints himself investigator and follows through. Good yarn. New York set— 


ting. $2.00 
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July 27 
Bramah, Ernest THE RETURN OF KAI LUNG Sheridan House 


A mystery story, given an ancient, oriental background by the style and a 
Sly humor that crops out in most of its pages. Unfortunately, this very seeking for 
effect in style has virtually spoiled a story, making it hard going, particularly 
for anyone accustomed to the fast pace of the average mystery, and something more in 
the balance than the lost Mandarin's queue. An amusing story, nonetheless, and worth 
the effort involved. Try the Circus of Dr. Lao market, as well as mystery fans who 


are sated with the obvious and willing to work for their results. Mystery caviar. 
$2.50 





August 2 


Coolidge, Dane RANGER TWO RIFLES Dutton 


A fast moving western - Texas border country - with four Americans killed 
by Mexicans on Page 1, the hero and his pal introduced on page 2, the beautiful girl 
on page 3, and her rescue from the bandit on page 4. Too much action and unsound 


factually, making this incredible to adult readers. Old style western. $2.00 
August 6 
Truax, Rhoda THE ACCIDENT WARD MYSTERY Little, Brown 
* An Eastern city (Boston?) and the accident ward of a hospital forms the set-— t 


ting for the death of a man whose throat has been cut. The disappearance of his 
wallet involves two internes, a nurse, an actress and an actor, and the case extends 
to the machinations of a drug ring. Nice new local detective moons around without 


seeming to accomplish anything -— good dialogue and new setting. $2.00 


August 9 
Scott, Dana FIVE FATAL LETTERS Farrar & Rinehart 


Good suspense and a build-up that recalls The Bat with darkness, strange 
noises, and suspicion directed against every member of an Adirondacks houseparty. 
Three murders are committed, and the whole complicated by a medium and a hypnotist. 


$2.00 
August 11 ~ 


Huxley, Elspeth MURDER AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE Harper 


Fairly sustained interest due to a variety of possibilities, but hurt by 
mediocre style and dialogue. A governor of an African province under British rule, 
is found murdered — ani a profusion of motives emerge, with numerous suspects. 


Vachell, a Canadian detective, and Olivia, a young archeologist, trace down the 
clues. Good detection ~ voodoo and witchcraft - people a bit dull. $2.00 L~ 
August 20 
DEATH DUPES A LADY Doubleday, Doran 


Howes, Royce 


* Good entertainment and original. 
gan lake resort, gets himself involved in a murder when he conceals the real story 


to protect the inn from undesirable publicity. Fairly complicated, with the appear— 


Captain Lucias, vacationing at a Michi- 


ance of a gangster supposed to be dead, three unexplained Chicago criminals and the 
seemingly innocent deaths of a dog and a man. 


Good reading. $2.00 
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August 20 
Blackman, Anita MURDER A LA RICHELIEU Doubleday, Doran 


Blackmail and white slavery - an undercover G-man to the rescue, strange 
happenings at a small southern hotel, and spinster Adelaide blundering into the thick 


of the excitement. Your money's worth. $2.00 
August 25 
Yates, George Worthing THE BODY THAT CAME BY POST Morrow 
Excellent entertainment, better style and content than most, with the Span- 
ish Revolution as a background and ex-Scotland Yard man as the detective. $2.00 


THESE NON-FICTION TITLES ARE NO PROBLEM 


July 19 
Swanson, Neil H. THE FIRST REBEL Farrar & Rinehart 
* Grand reading, this biography of one of his forebears, one James Smith, 


whose life cycle included the years between 1755 and 1709, when our country was born 
against overwhelming odds. It reads like an absorbin; adventure yarn, incredibly full 
of the "spirit of *76" without being in the least degree flas wavinz. Youn Smith was 
in on the first shot, fired against western Pennsylvaniafrontiersmen in rebellion 
against the Highlanders, French, Indians, British, friend or foe — it was all one 
more or less, so long as frontier rights were accepted. Smith fell prisoner, he was 
taken away by the Indians and adopted into the tribe, and there grew into a scout al- 
most as skilled as his teachers. Escape was continually postponed, but finally the 
chance came ~ and he virtually tumbled into the outposts of the War of Independence, 
at Quebec. The story gathers momentum - it has the rapid fire pace of a well plotted 
novel - and should appeal to those who like odd bits of history, Americana and a good 


tale. $3.00 
August 20 

Gibbs, Philip ORDEAL IN ENGLAND Doubleday, Doran 

* A sure seller, in an amazingly objective survey of the past year in Eng- 


land. He discusses the developments topically, giving due attention to the trasedy 
of the abdication, in dignified, sympathetic terms. He goes into the debacle of the 
committee investigation of the munitions industry and the disregarded recommendations, 
he weighs the conditions relating to peace and war, the armament race, the attitude 
of England to the Abyssinian War, to the war in Spain. He views Hitler's advance 
with, perhaps, less alarm than most of his confreres, and "gives the devil his due." 
He analyzes the attitude of youth, of the man in the street, of seats of education. 

He faces England's shortcomings, challenges her reactionary attitude, pleads for con- 
structive thinking, to prevent the pitfalls catching them unaware. It is less inte- 
grated than his last book - perhaps because he is so close to the events he discusses - 
but likewise, he is less inclined to view affairs through rosy-—colored spectacles. 
Good reading, challenging thought, and stimulating discussion. Illustrated by Edgar 


Lander. $3.00 
August 25 

Smolka, H. P. 40,000 AGAINST THE ARCTIC Morrow 

* A journalist - not a citizen of the U.S.S.R. - visits the Aretic, and re— 


ports not only his own amazing experiences, but his findings, and what is back of 
them, One cannot fail to pay homage to the imagination and courage and constructive 
enterprise which is making possible one of the most exciting experiments in the 

world today, the reclaiming for civilization vast territories preempted by nature 

for waste lands. A new nation, virtually, is being born, new supplies of the earth's 
treasures are being made available, science is tapping new sources and using new 
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devices to make life not only possible, but a challenge to the adventurous-minded and 
an answer to pressing problems of need of expanding territory. The world is only be- 


ginning to hear of what is going on ~- this book is front page news. And it is first 
rate reading. $3,850 







PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~ Won Fiction 








June 24 





Dargan, Edwin Preston ANATOLE FRANCE Ox ford 


There are numerous biographies of Anatole France, from diverse angles, as 
the trend of criticism switches from violent pro to violent con. Here is perhaps the 
most complete study of the man yet issued, by a professor whose name is well known in 
professorial circles. The ten years he spent preparing it are evident. He has had 
recourse to all that has been said and thought and written, and from this mass of ma- 
terial has produced a thorough, decisive and fascinating biography, though the market 
is primarily a scholarly one. The book deals alternately with his life and his work, 
correlating the two phases. Each period is reflected in a varied literary output, and 
his work is carefully analyzed, his contribution to French prose style, thought, ide- 
ology, discussed. A definitive book - and important for libraries. $5.00 













June 25 





Arundel, Russell M. EVERYBODY'S PIXILLATED 


A collection of "doodles" (those scribblings unconsciously made while 

talking on the phone, sitting at meetings, etc. known to the technical-minded as 
©} automatic writings) - most of them by historic characters, presidents, politicians, 
journalists, actors, writers, etc. The inclusion of a "pixillation chart" for an- 
alysis of your own doodles might turn it into a sort of game book. $1.25 





Little, Brown 





















Thomas, Lowell HUNGRY WATERS Winston 


Resume of the question of flood control, based first on survey of the de- 
tails of flood disaster this past year, illustrated with 15 photographs. Analysis 
of causes and suggested handling of problem. A second rate job of manufacture, 
$1.50 


July 1 


Kalish, Harvey A. WHY NOT GET MARRIED Dutton 


The idea is this ~ every woman really wants to be married, but only 604 
achieve it. Marriage is a game, requiring skill, training, a technique. Mr. Kalish 
shows you how. He claims that woman is the hunter -- he presents suggestions for 
the chase. Personality - meeting men ~ choosing hobbies - setting a background -~ 
friendship, etc. Obviously indicated for the Hillis’ market, but lacks humor. How- 


ever, if his theory is sound, the book may sell. Illustrated. $1.50 
July 2 
Wolff, Charlotte, M.D. STUDIES IN HAND-READING Knopf 
@ If you are looking for a how-to-—do-—book, this won't help. Written by the 


foremost proponent of the "science" in England, way above average. She uses the 
psychological angle in her readings, analyzing the quantity and quality of the 
creative and destructive forces in the hand. A student of Freud, Jung, etc. there 
is a bit of psychoanalytical phraseology thrown in. Her analyses of famous people 
seem as much from the works as from the hands - so won't help the would-be analyser. 


$3.00 
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July 8 


Steel, Johannes ESCAPE TO THE PRESENT Farrar & Rinehart 


A journalist, German born, tells his story - not just another journalist's 
adventures, but something with a deeper psychological meaning, since he carries his 
self-analysis back to the shattering effect of the war and post war years on a grow- 
ing lad, and throughout his story, never loses sight of the tragedy of a Germany, 
shorn of a soul under the Nazi regime. Harshly condemnatory, bitter at times, there 
is yet a ring of authenticity. His adventures, particularly those in the Near East, 
are incredibly fantastic, but make exciting reading. His name is familiar to Post 
readers and some will be familiar with it through special articles elsewhere. $2.50 


July 16 


Ichikawa, Haruko JAPANESE LADY IN EUROPE Dutton 


A readable travel account of a visit made to China, Russia, France, the 
British Isles, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, Italy and Austria, with some smaller coun- 
tries thrown in. The Japanese woman writer was accompanying her husband, who had 
planned the trip to promote international understanding. In spite of the trip having 
been made in 1931-32, it seems only occasionally dated. For the most part it is ob- 
Bervations of people and their ways of thought and life, filled with amusing commen- 
taries, with much between the lines. Of interest to people - women especially ~ who 
enjoy travel. $2.50 


July 20 
Lewinsohn, Richard THE PROFITS OF WAR Dutton 


Not only a study of the immediate problem, and a rehash of the more than 
twice told tale of the burden of responsibility for war on profiteers, but an his-— 
torical survey of the shifting sources of profit, from earliest days, when the mili- 
tary leaders were the profiteers, to the present. Important background book, for much 
of the present somewhat distorted discussions of the subject. And leading up to a 
closer study of where present profits lie, and how to eliminate them. $3.00 


August y [| 


Lehmann, Capt. Ernst A. ZEPPELIN: Longmans, Green 
The Story of Lighter-Than-Air Craft 


Not what the title leads one to expect, since two thirds of the book deal 
exhaustively with Lehmann's experiences during the war, and only one third with the 
history of airships. Developments and improvements discussed as they come, and so 
one gets some conception of the scientific developments. The close is a paean of the 
modern zeppelin - which will be supplemented with a last chapter on the tragic fate 
of the ship on which so much was built. Little color or drama in the telling, mili- 
taristic in viewpoint. Might have plus sale for boys interested in aviation. $3.00 


August 17 
Elliott, Charles Winslow WINFIELD SCOTT: The Soldter and the Man Macmillan 


A military biography, giving in considerable detail the story of Scott's 
life, his campaigns, etc. The Aaron Burr trial interested him first in army manoeuvres, 
and the Chesapeake tragedy aroused him to join the militia, and there his career start- 
ed. For half a century, he was perhaps the leading military strategist of our country. 
Later he was to direct Indian affairs, the Mexican War, and to take part in planning 
the Civil War campaigns. Not particularly colorful, though he has high spots, but is 
more interesting than the average military biography is apt to be. For men. $5.00 




















June 15, 1937 e ~ 244 - 
Seft (0 
AusestZ0” 

Galantiere, Lewis, transl. & ed.THE GONCOURT JOURNALS Doubleday, Doran 


The Goncourts are landmarks in French literature - fathers of the two chief 
19th century schools of literature, naturalism and impressionism. For all that their 
work is little read and for obvious reasons, the novels are morbid case histories, 
the journals too prolific. M. Galantiere has done an interesting thins with the 
journals in the line of selection, He has left some of the more esoteric passages, 
but maintained chiefly the human interest material. Great fun for anyone intimately 
acquainted with French literature, swarming with gossipy talk of the great of the 
fecund period, glimpses of the political and social life, etc. More memoirs than 
personal diaries. Well translated and excellently annotated, including a biblio- 
graphical repertory of people mentioned. Some famous passages of literary criticism. 


Market limited to students and those who know their French literature. $3.50 
August 23 
Puder, Sandor CONDITION SATISFACTORY Knopf 


An account written by a doctor, of two years' history of human pain. Look- 
ing back over three operations and pneumonia, a doctor analyzes for doctors the 
things they do in daily routine, so familiar to them, so strangely horrifying to the 
patient, patching together days of misery and fear and pain. Interesting -- somewhat 
foreign in flavor — designed for medical students, for people interested in medicine, 
in illness, in hospitals. But not intended for the average layman, surely. A book 


to stock lightly -— definitely to know about. $2.00 
August 25 
Born, Esther THE NEW ARCHITECTURE IN MEXICO Morrow 


A picture book, primarily, with some introductory material and expanded 
captions. Taken altogether, one gets something of the background of the author, but 
chiefly a better understanding of the trend of architecture in Mexico today, the in- 
fluence of industry on forms, the emphasis on utility, modernity, lack of surplus 
trimmings, houses, public buildings, and interiors. Intended for the layman, but of 
definite interest to anyone concerned with architecture. $3.50 


Heard, Gerald THE THIRD MORALITY 4-8 : Morrow 


The crystallization of what may seem to many a new philosophy of modern 
thought and behavior. It comes, perhaps, closer to the philosophy of the German 
philosopher, Steiner, than anything else — and, as with Steiner, he claims for it 
the fact that it works as a philosophy to live by. He discards the basis of outworn 
ethics, of the Marxian cosmology, of a mechanistic cosmology, of the ethics of the 
Catholic church, claiming that none of these systems, as such, is contemporary, a 
summary of present knowledge. In this book, the philosopher attempts to coordinate 
an outline of contemporary knowledge, and to evolve a working ethic, on practical 


lines. $2.75 


Late August 


Fishbein, Morris YOUR DIET AND YOUR HEALTH Whittlesey 


A very sane approach to the whole question of digestive processes, food 
values, demands of the system, new developments in science of food, and successive 
fads of diet and their dangers. Won't be popular with faddists, as he leaves them 
no legs to stand on, and substitutes simple rules and commonsense for tricks. $2.50 
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September @ m Vv 





Thurber, James LET YOUR MIND ALONE Harper 


* One of his best. Includes all recent New Yorker material, and in addition, 
material published in such places as The New York Woman, The Forum, etc. Part I de— 
voted to his own particular brand of analysis of such inspirational books as Brande, 
Carnegie, Pitkin, Seabury, Bisch, etc., which he debates and illustrates by cases, 
the points made by the authors under discussion. Part II includes among others the 
now famous “Nine Needles" — along with other personal experiences and problems in 


etiquette. Always good for a chuckle, and now and then a loud shout of laughter. 
$2.50 vw 






































These Books Received Too Late For Inclusion In May Issues 


Published 


Lichtenberger, Henri THE THIRD REICH: Greystone 
Germany Under National Soctalism 


Late —- but too important to overlook, and the very fact that it is an un- 
familiar publisher to many of you makes this report more important... A French his- 
torian has presented here one of the clearest and most dispassionate books on the 
Hitler regime. He sincerely appraises the constructive accomplishments, the effects 
on the employment situation, the juggling of the economic system, the rebuilding of 
an agricultural and industrial program, and though he recognizes the internal weak- 
nesses of the system, he makes one feel that the great loss for Germany lies in sub- 
ordinating the spirit to politics. Then comes an appendix, and out of the mouths of 
the Germans themselves he condemnsthe system, reveals the vain attempts to stem the 
tide, and shows that there are still fighters with courage. A fine book. . $3:0C ° 


Cole, Hogben, Webb, etc. WHAT IS AHEAD OF US? Macmillan 


Another symposium — recent course of Fabian lectures ~ which by their titles 
indicate their importance and their place. Can Caftitalism Survive? by G. D. H. Cole; 
Economic Nationalism: Can It Continue? by Sir Arthur Salter; Dictatorships: What 
Next? by Wickham Steed; The Future of Soviet Communism by Sidney Webb; The Next War: 
Can It Be Avoided? by P. M. S.-Blackett; and Planning for Human Survival by Lancelot 
Hogben. $2.00 


Pusey, Merlo J. THE SUPREME COURTCRISIS Macmillan 


An unrelenting attack on the President's proposal, presenting every facet 
to direct fire. A good creed for those who want their arguments thoroughly bolstered 
with factual evidence. $1.00 


Hull, William I. WILLIAM PENN Oxford 


Instead of following Penn's life through chronologically, his biographer 
approaches it from topical angles, - Penn's England, Penn's Homes, ancestors, family, 
boyhood, Oxford, Grand Tour, Theology, Imprisonments, Penn the colonizer, the states- 
man, the courtier, the traitor; his character, appearance, achievements, etc. Schol- 
arly in approach, lively and human in handling. A definite contribution. $5.00 





Still, James HOUNDS ON THE MOUNTAIN Viking 


s A first volume of verse by a Kentucky youth, and it has a distinctive 
quality, purity of diction, a certain force and power in its very simplicity. For 
the most part the poems reflect the ruggedness of his country, the familiar things 
around him, the countryside and its men — inarticulate, stoic, and finally the coal 
villages. A blend of beauty with a certain homespun quality, a primitiveness. 
Watch him! First edition limited to 700 copies. $2.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Bill, A. H. - ASTROPHEL (Farrar & Rinehart) from 4/5 to September? 
Laing, Alex. - THE METHODS OF DR. SCARLETT (Farrar & Rinehart) from 6/28 to 7/6 
Fischer, Mrs. K.-SERVE IT FORTH (Harper) from 6/9 to 6/15 
Keyes, F. P. ~ CAPITOL KALEIDOSCOPE (Harper) from 6/10 to 6/15 
Provinces, M.V. ~- A HOME FOR KEEPS (Longmans, Green) from July or August to 
August 25 - (Juvenile) 
Cole, G.D.H. & M.«-THE BROTHERS SACKVILLE (Macmillan) Price from $2.00 to $2.50 
Robertson, E. A. -THAMES PORTRAIT (Macmillan) from 6/1 to 10/5/37 - Price from 
$3.00 to $4.00 
Ferguson, B. S. — LILY OF THE FIELD (Penn) from 5/21 to Fall 
Wector, Dixon - THE SAGA OF AMERICAN SOCIETY (Scribner) from August to July 30 
Bemelmans, L. ~ MY WAR WITH THE UNITED STATES (Viking) from July? to July 2 
Goldsmith, M. ~ FRIDAY-TO-MONDAY GARDENING (Whittlesey) Price from $3.50 to 
$2.50 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - JULY lst TO JULY 15th 
July 1 ~ Roberts, C. —~ VICTORIA 4:30 (Macmillan) 
~ Roberts, K. - NORTHWEST PASSAGE (Doubleday, Doran) July Book- 
of~the-Month selection 
July 2 - Bemelmans, L. - MY WAR WITH THE UNITED STATES (Viking) 
- Ferguson, H. - LIFE OF RILEY (Knopf) 
- Van Sickle, V. A. ~ THE WRONG BODY (Knopf) 
July 6 - Banner, M. - @ 39 (Knopf) 
~ Laing, Alex. - METHODS OF DR. SCARLETT (Farrar & Rinehart) 
July 8 ~ Steel, J. -— ESCAPE TO THE PRESENT (Farrar & Rinehart) 
July 9 - Davis, T. - FULL FARE FOR A CORPSE (Doubleday, Doran) 
~ Oppenheim, E. P. ~ ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY (Little, Brown) 
July 12 - Garner, Eliz - DUET IN DISCORD (Knopf) 
Simpson, H. & others - THE ANATOMY OF MURDER (Macmillan) 


July 13 * 


Delafield, E.M. - NOTHING IS SAFE (Harper) 
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FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
PICTURE-STORY-BOOKS 


Beebe, Catherine DO YOU LIKE TO OPEN PACKAGES? Nelson 


Built on the primer content material formula, with the accepted mechanics 
of repetition, the use of familiar activities as subject matter, this may be an open— 
ing wedge for children who begin to be interested in going beyond picture-story—books 
to reading for themselves. The successive "stories" following the title one, cover 
such subjects as running, gardening, choosing, pets, parties, journeys, wishing, 
skating, playing on the beach, etc. In spite of recognizing its value, I thought it 
fairly dull and uninspired. Illustrated by Robb Beebe. (August 25) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Craine, Edith Janice KI-KI: A Circus Trouper Whitman 


A rather amusing story of a small dog who joined a circus. Lost, he man- 
aged to get himself involved in a circus parade, was removed from danger by an ele- 
phant and thereupon showed himself a natural born trouper. The illustrations by 
Kurt Wiese will pull this book out of the better than average stories for young 


readers. (July 15) $1.50 
Hill, Mabel Betsy SUMMER COMES TO APPLE MARKET STREET Stokes 
* A sequel to Down Along Apple Market Street. A quaint story with a moral, 


cleverly concealed in a wealth of incident such as it would appeal to any small 
reader. Might be called Judy Jo Happens In, for the text tells of what happened as 
Judy Jo went on an errand for mother, trying to forget her disappointment over up-— 
set plans, and stumbled into all sorts of places where she was very much needed, and 
had a wonderful day after all. Nice illustrations by the author. (August 20).$1.35 


Hogner, Dorothy LITTLE ESTHER Nelson 


Story of a thoroughbred Pekinese, of her resentment at losing the fun that 
other dogs had by being housed in a city apartment and taken out on a leash, and of 
the various attempts to show that she was not merely a lapdog. The adventures wind 
up in a dog show in which she is chosen as best dog in the show. So-so - neither 
particularly good nor particularly bad. Illustrations by Nils Hogner somewhat so-— 
phisticated, so adults are apt to choose this book on the basis of their own enjoy- 
ment. (August 25) $1.00 
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JUVENILE BOOKS 





Gilbert, Paul T. BERTRAM AND HIS FABULOUS ANIMALS Rand McNally 


Nonsense book, sequel to Bertrand and His Funny Animals. Has a certain 
sort of comic strip humor in it, which has a market, but it's not an important book 
from any angle, Illustrated by Minnie H. Rousseff. Bertram goes in for fire breath- 
ing dragons to take the place of stoking the furnace, etc. this time. (August 1) 
$1.00 









Wheelock, Sarah THE LITTLE WARRENS AT BREEZY HOLLOW Stokes : 


* Sequel to The Three Little Warrens and again a successful might—be—true 
story, such as grandparents tell their grandchildren of their own far-away childhood. 
Period, late '90's; setting, an Ohio River town. The incidents revolve around the 
village happenings, friends and neighbors, heydays and holidays, play, the daily 
round of adventures and misadventures. First rate, and charmingly illustrated by 
Marie Lawson. (Auégust 20) $1.75 














Park, Dorothea HERE COMES THE POSTMAN Houghton, Mifflin 


* Here's a book that fits into various niches. As a picture story book, the 
simple text follows so closely on the pictures, that it has a place in that group. 
The subject matter is of interest to young enough children for reading aloud to five 
and six year olds. And the vocabulary, while containing some new words, is stimulat-— 
ing enough in interest for beginner readers. Place it accordingly with your customers, 
Factual material to explain what happens to letters, how they are handled at the post- 
office, what happens at the railroad stations and so on. Well done, and with lively 
’ illustrations in simple color and line. Interest greater for city children than 
6 country. One of titles in Community Life series. ( Awgéest-4) Tus 27 = $ .90 


























FIRST READING BOOKS - Fact Books 
Phillips, Mary Geisler THINGS THAT GO Rand McNally 


Automobile, airplane, telephone, vacuum cleaner, steam shovel,sewing ma— 
chine, typewriter, freight train - all introduced to small readers and listeners 
through simple stories filled with verses of the sound and motion of each thing 
included, and illustrated in flat color and line. It is the sort of material that 
is definitely needed. Dorothy Baruch and James Tippett and Vera Edelstad have done 
it from various angles, but this little volume includes more types of “things that 
go" and directs the appeal towards more kinds of child interests, although the in- 
dividual "stories" lack the originality and vitality of the other authors' contri- 
butions. This is, perhaps, a better family book, as the child character changes in 
each story, making it possible to identify several children of a group with the 


stories. (July 1) ~" $1.00 
Tousey, Sanford COWBOYS OF AMERICA Rand McNally 
* A new Sanford Tousey is sure of a sale. A factual cowboy book, telling in 


simple text and gay pictures facts of cowboy life as it was a generation ago, of 
riding a broncho, branding cattle, roping steers, round up, and so on, is very much 
needed. The price makes it a good piece of merchandise. (August 1) $ .50 


~ 
@ 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Hollister, Mary Brewster BEGGARS OF DREAMS Dodd, Mead 


* I particularly like Miss Hollister's stories of China and Chinese families, 


so found this delightful, this story of the high born mother who had escaped the 
marriage designed for her and gone with her artist husband, disowned by her parents; 
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of the dreamy small daughter and the active small son, of their friends in the dis- 
tant village and of how they made new friends when they came to the city, and helped 
heal the breach with the haughty parents. There is charm and poetry in the telling. 
(August 17) $2.00 


Orton, Helen Fuller THE SECRET OF THE ROSEWOOD Stokes 


I didn't like this as well as some of her earlier books. There seemed to 
me to be little originality in this story of a young pioneer family who moved from 
New England to Michigan. The period is somewhat later than the usual pioneer story-- 
1880, when travelling was done partly by train, and when the distance did not seem 
so vast. But the adventures go along much the same routine lines, and the final re- 
covery of the rosewood box with its hidden treasure stretches the long arm of coin- 
cidence overmuch. Illustrated by Robert Ball. (August 20) $1. 75' 


Savery, Constance MOONSHINE IN CANDLE STREET Longmans, Green 


It. just misses being a very delightful story. As it is, it has a certain 
piquancy that will attract some young readers who like a feel of fantasy in their 
fact. The story of a littlé girl whose parents have gone to India, and of her 
headlong falling into trouble here, there and everywhere. Spoiled, indifferent to 
others’ comfort, she causes unhappiness and makes things hard for her comrades, 
schoolmates, benefactors, friénds and enemies. In spite of which, she wields en- 
chantment. The story is a trifle misty as to locale, time, etc. and there is a 
possibly deliberate haziness in the plot, but it makes somewhat piuckishly entertain- 
ing reading. The’ Reginald Birch drawings give it an old world charm. (August 4) 

$1. 759? 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 to 12's 
Atkinson, Agnes Akin PERKEY, A Biography of a Skunk Viking 


Companion volume to Skinny, the Grey Fox. The Atkinson's have achieved an 
amazing and uncanny faculty for making friends with the wild creatures in their wood- 
land home, and this is the story of an inquisitive young skunk who had some pretty 
severe lessons in manners before he found which were friends and which foes. The 
story recreates the probable background of incidents of what might be a young skuak's 


early months of life. Photographs by Spencer R. Atkinson. agent) Sainte $1.50 
Ib < 


—— 


Chaffee, Allen TAWNY GOES HUNTING Random House 


This book belongs in the same classification as the book above - a pre- 
sentation of the probable steps in the life of a creature of the wilds, in-this case 
a puma or mountain lion. The picture lacks something of the authenticity of the At- 
kinson books, because of the illustrations - drawings in color instead of photographs. 
But Paul Bransom knows his wild life and has done a good job. The style ~ short al- 


most jerkysentences - seems aimed at somewhat younger children than the content. 6 
) 

( Aergerst—em sas niceataiahl | $a 2 

Holland, Rupert Sargent PLAYS OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES Harper 


‘Group of plays for presentation by children, based on facts or stories 
dealing with well known incidents in American history and the lives of famous Amer-— 
icans. One act plays - careful directions and suggestions for staging, costuming, 
directing. Excellent material for use in schools and camps. And good content - from 
the reading angle, so should be of value in school libraries as well. (Aug.21) $2.00 


REPRINTS FOR 9 to 12's 2 


Note: The Macmillan Company is reissuing some of their established favorites, 
formerly published at $1.75-$2.00-$2.50 at $1.00. Excellent format, durable bind- 
ings, attrative jackets. Includes such favorites as Tod of the Fens, Mehitable, 
The Gauntlet of Dunmore, The Tiger Who Walks Alone, ete. Send for special booklet, 
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FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS 
Fiction 









Corbett, Sidney III TRE CRUISE OF THE GULL-FLIGHT Longmans, Green 


Belongs in the Arthur Ransome type of story, though there is more sheer 
adventure and less characterization and humor. A story of young cousins who go on 
an inland voyage, by Great Lakes and up into Canada waterways, ostensibly on vaca-— 

‘tion, but actually cloaking government secret service investigations of the activi- 
ties of alien smugglers over the Canadian line. Good for boys and girls interested 
in boats and sailing and a good yarn besides. Lacks the amazing vitality of Arthur 



































Ransome's boys and girls. Illustrated. (August 11) $2.00 
Fernald, Helen Clark SMOKE BLOWS WEST Longmans, Green 
* A first rate story of the coming of the railroad to the Kansas—Indian Ter- 


ritory line, of the race of two lines for the coveted concession, of the politics 
and crooked dealings back of the conflict. All this forms the background for the 
story of a youth seeking his fortune in the west, after the tragic death of his 
father, and of the part he played in ferreting out the dirty work behind the scenes. 


Good adventure with factual background. Well written. (Audsust 4) $2. 00 
| Morgan, De Wolfe MESSENGER TO THE PHARAOH Longmans, Green 
| 4 Here's a book that combines a long-felt need filled with a good tale, so 


that the educational value does not predominate unduly. A story of ancient Egypt, 
the days of the building of the pyramid of Khufu, and of the son of thescribe who 
a became the pharaoh's trusted messenger. Of the part the youth played in unearthing 
6 the secret of the machinations to prevent the completion of the pyramid on which 
Khufu had determined and of the plot to put in his place a Pretender to the throne 
of the mighty. Convincing recreation of the days, with its grandeur, its primitive— 
ness, its superstition and its amazing foretaste of science. Illustrated. (August 
11) $1. 75 


Schultz, James Willard STAINED GOLD Houghton, Mifflin 


A rather second rate story of white men living among the Blackfoot Indians 
in Montana in 1864, when the only white men were trappers or occasional prospectors. 
Two Indian raiding parties come in conflict, and after the-enemy are driven away, 
the Blackfoot party discovers that three dead white men among them had bags of gold, 
which they take to their white friends of their own tribe. Trouble starts - theft 
and death follow — treachery is revealed but ultimately the gold is recovered. 


( August—ox ) 7. 7 e ? . $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS 
Non-Fictton 


Pope, Clifford H. SNAKES ALIVE Viking 


*K This should be good property, over a long period - and an essential item 
for libraries and school libraries. With all the second rate material on snakes, 
with the excellent biographical and anecdotal material, there seems to be little 
factual material covering a wide field. This book, by one of our best known scien- 
tists in this field, a man who has worked with Ditmars and Beebe and Andrews, who is 
@ connected with the American Museum and who is doing research work in his own right. 
wv The book not only gives a broad range of information about reptiles, but succeeds 
in destroying some legends and putting facts in their place. Contains an appendix 
with key for identification of the snakes of the United States and Canada. A book 
which could have an adult sale as there is no writing down to younger readers, Il- 
lustrated with photographs and line. (July) |b $2.50 
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Proctor, Mary OUR STARS MONTH BY MONTH Warne 


This may already be familiar to you in the English edition. It is soon to 
be published with text revised to accord with the skies over this hemisphere and with 
charts to accord. Instead of being issued in small pamphlets, boxed, it will be 
bound in one book, text and charts together - 5 x 71/2 in size. Miss Proctor is 
well established through her adult books as an authority in her field, and this sim- 
plification of the subject will appeal to all who know the need of a clear-cut, 
direct star book for beginners. No sugar coating of facts. Straightforward, in- 
formative text. 12 charts. (Late August) $1.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP 
Fiction 


Clemens, Nancy UNDER GLASS Longmans, Green 


This is almost a very good fictionized vocational book, but it doesn't 
quite come off. However, it deals with a subject not - to my knowledge - hitherto 
handled in fiction, horticulture and running a greenhouse. Somewhat far-fetched but 
fairly entertaining, once it gets beyond the stereotyped opening scene in which the 
family lawyer explains to the spoiled darlings of the rich, that there is no money 
left and they must shift for themselves. The two in question have inherited a green~ 
house - and a fight ~- so determine to save the greenhouse and win the fight. A bit 
of romance on the side - and a good deal of flower culture and the business of it 
all. (August 4) . $1. 75 


Lide, Alice Alison & THORD FIRETOOTH Lothrop Lee 
Johansen, Margaret Alison 


* Good story ~- unhackneyed background - and this particular pair of authors 
can be counted on for sound scholarship and excellent handling of their material. A 
story of the northlands, of a son of a yarl of Norway, destined to rule, and con- 
demned instead to slavery in the hands of German savages, a galley slave, cowed and 
beaten and held captive during many years. Finally he escapes to Constantinople - 
there grows soft in luxury - and finally is roused to action by the blind harper 

who has sought him over Europe. They return, to find that Christian leaders of 
Norway have been driven forth and heathen reinstated. They follow their people - 

and the sign of the White Christ, to a new land, first the New World, then Greenland, 
where they settle. Illustrated by Henry Pitz. (July 15) JLG. J $2.00 


Ratzesberger, Anna JASMINE Whitman 


A rather confused and confusing story of a Persian girl wedded to a youth 
who thinks he wants a companion, not a slave, and who tries to make her that. Lush 
with details of the life, which confuse the details of the plot. Illustrated by 
Kurt Wiese. (August 1) $2.00 


BOOKS FOR USE BY TEACHERS AND PARENTS 


Erngst, Margaret WORDS Knopf 


5 Excellent modernization of etymology, so as to make it vital and fascinat— 


ing and a tool in the hands of anyone interested in words, for inspiring like in- 

terest on the part of young people. The human element, history, meaning back of 

our language comes alive and the whole becomes an exciting game. (August 23) 
Trade edition $1.20 Text - $ .90 


Olcott, Frances Jenkins GOOD STORIES FOR GREAT ANNIVERSARIES Houghton, Mifflin 


The type of material for morning exercises, speech days, recitations, 
ete. Can see very little value from angle of trade. ( Aagust~—t4) Copt 17 ~ $2.50 













